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“I love Winston-Salem, I love this 
city,” says Lou Baldwin, owner and 
president of 90-year-old Baldwin 
Properties in Winston-Salem. Since 
1986, Lou has successfully carried 
the torch and significantly grown 
the three-generation family business 
founded by his grandfather, W.F. 
Baldwin, in 1928.

Lou’s occupation as current owner 
and president of Baldwin Properties is 
only the tip of the iceberg. If you walk 
into Baldwin’s office, you’ll see dozens 
of pictures of him with U.S. Presi-
dents, world leaders, Olympians, and 
other key political and cultural figures. 
You’ll also notice pictures situated 
proudly front and center of his wife, 
Leslie, and two sons, Will and Henry. 
He’s a man of charismatic action and 
broad-spectrum success, achieving 
great heights in real estate but also 
exercising many civic duties. In an 
interview to congratulate Baldwin for 
his extraordinary contributions, Allen 
Joines, Mayor of Winston-Salem, not-
ed that “[he’s] made a tremendous im-
pact on our community” and thanked 
Baldwin for the critical role he played 
in reducing chronic homelessness in 
the city. Not only did Lou sit on the 
Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Panel to address 
homelessness; he was awarded the 

Bethesda Center’s Beacon Award for “helping move 
homeless men and women from the streets to hous-
ing.” “Invaluable,” said Michael Campbell, Executive 
Director of Habitat for Humanity of Forsyth County, 
when summing up Lou’s efforts to support the com-
munity and the organization.

As one of the most decorated citizens of the Triad, 
he’s earned local, state, and national recognition 
not simply by involving himself in high-impact, pur-
poseful causes, but by the tone in which he immers-
es himself in what he endeavors. Back when Samuel 
Aubrey interviewed for his current positon as CEO 
of WSRAR, he recalls going home to tell his wife, 
“I think I just met the Governor of the State,” going 
on to explain that he’d “never met anyone with the 
experience base or contact base of Lou Baldwin…
he puts his heart and soul in everything he does.” 
With modesty, Lou says, “If I stand out, it’s only be-
cause I try to be really involved in the things I care 
about.” But when considering what he’s accom-
plished, one might think Lou’s blessed with more 
than twenty-four hours in his day. He has chaired, 
led, served, received awards for or been involved in 
over fifty distinct roles over the past twenty years. 
From North Carolina Realtor of the Year, to church 
deacon, to his role as Federal Political Coordinator 
for U.S. Senator Richard Burr, Baldwin has devoted 
his life to affecting positive change. And, of course, 
much of the revitalization of downtown Winston-
Salem carries his fingerprints. The acquisition and 
redevelopment of iconic landmarks such as the 
O’Hanlon building, the Nissen Building, the Cha-
tham Mill Redevelopment and many of downtown’s 
restaurants are notable examples. Baldwin Proper-
ties is currently involved in a community initiative 
to construct a multifamily, affordable development 
on Peters Creek Parkway. As if that weren’t enough, 
Lou and six other partners are in the formative 
stages of opening a community bank that they hope 
will benefit the local economy. 

Mark Thompson, a retired Vice President at Bald-
win Properties, says that “Lou has made a name for 
himself by being a true professional at everything 
he does. The question has crossed my mind many 
times—just how does he get it all done?” “It’s ho-
listic, the way I see it. I just live my life,” explains 
Lou. As enigmatic as that answer seems, its trans-
lation is simple. For Baldwin, It’s not life versus 
work, it all works together. “I don’t try to compart-
mentalize my life,” says Lou. “I enjoy what I am 
doing and it often combines business, community, 
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friends and family. I often take my 
wife and/or my sons with me on busi-
ness trips. Last year Henry joined me 
for the Realtor Legislative Meetings 
in Washington, DC and this March, 
Leslie and Will attended the annual 
RPAC President’s Circle Conference 
in the Bahamas. (Dr. Leslie Baldwin, 
Lou’s wife, has a noteworthy career 
of her own managing the foreign lan-
guage program for Winston-Salem/
Forsyth County Schools.) Some of 
Lou’s close friends are leaders at 
the National Association of Realtors 
from around the country. “We enjoy 
getting together at national meetings 

and sometimes away from the busi-
ness, such as a snowmobiling trip to 
Utah this past winter.”  

Last year Lou received NAR’s top 
award for advocacy on national issues 
before Congress, the FPC Meritorious 
Service Award. Senator Richard Burr 
once called Lou “‘professional’, by 
every definition of the term,” and An-
drea Bushnell, CEO of NC Realtors, 
says that “his enduring legacy is his 
intellect, his positive nature, and his 
ability to bring solutions to the table 
from a perspective no one else in the 
room has considered.”
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